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who derive no benefit from it That if the local
community delays to take the water, it should never-
theless be compelled to pay the yearly interest on
what is, in the strictest sense of the term, a local
public work. Such a provision, they maintain, in-
volves no more hardship than the liability of every
householder in a town to pay the municipal water-
rate, whether he takes the water or not. A compul-
sory rate of any sort is open to objections; but Lord
Mayo endeavoured to render injustice to individuals
impossible, by a careful adjustment of the burden
between the owners and occupiers, and by stringent
legislative restrictions placed on the collection <jf
a canal cess. He provided that it should not be
levied from the husbandmen until they had neglected
to take the water during five complete years after it
had been brought to their fields, and only in places
where it could be proved that the cultivator's net
profits would be increased by the canal, after paying
the irrigation rates. He insisted that there should be
a clear gain to the husbandmen from taking the water,
before the Government should be permitted to charge
him for it So liberal a condition was never attached
to a similar work intended for the local protection of
a town against natural calamities* Science can only
presume a benefit to the general body of citizens from
water-works, drainage schemes, or other sanitary
measures, for which municipal rates are charged; but
before Lord Mayo would give the Government power
to levy a canal rate at all, he insisted that the benefit
to each individual should be absolutely ascertained.